Scriptures: Sunday, December 7", 2025

Isaiah 53:1-11

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed? He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of
dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in
his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected
by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we
are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to
his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was
oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he
did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land
of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He was
assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he
had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the
Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord
makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his
days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of
his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.

1-



Philippians 2:1-11

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ,
if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if
any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete
by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit
and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.
Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but
also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the
same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance
as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-
-even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christis Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.



Gospel Reading: John 1:1-14 Lance Griese

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the
darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was
sent from God; his name was John. He came as a withess to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might
believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a
witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though
the world was made through him, the world did not recognize
him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or
a husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.



