Scriptures: Sunday, January 11", 2026

Exodus 12:21-28 Peggy Pearson
Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to
them, "Go at once and select the animals for your families and
slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it
into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the
top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall go
out the door of his house until morning. When the Lord goes
through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the
blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over
that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your
houses and strike you down. "Obey these instructions as a
lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. When you
enter the land that the Lord will give you as he promised,
observe this ceremony. And when your children ask you, 'What
does this ceremony mean to you?' then tell them, 'ltis the
Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of
the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck
down the Egyptians.'" Then the people bowed down and
worshiped. The Israelites did just what the Lord commanded
Moses and Aaron.



Romans 4:4-17

Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a
gift, but as an obligation. However, to the man who does not
work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is
credited as righteousness. David says the same thing when he
speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits
righteousness apart from works: "Blessed are they whose
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed
Is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him." Is
this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the
uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham's faith
was credited to him as righteousness. Under what
circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was
circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! And he
received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then,
he is the father of all who believe but have not been
circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to
them. And he is also the father of the circumcised who not only
are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith
that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.
(continued)



It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received
the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the
righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who live by law
are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless,
because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is
no transgression. Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so
that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all
Abraham's offspring-- not only to those who are of the law but
also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father
of us all. As itis written: "l have made you a father of many
nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things
that are not as though they were.



Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17 Lance Griese

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by
John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "l need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?" Jesus replied, "Let it be so
now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness."
Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went
up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on
him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom |
love; with him | am well pleased.”



