First Reading - Exodus 12:1-4,11-14  Susan Wismer

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, "This month is to
be for you the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the
whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month
each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each
household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb,
they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken
into account the number of people there are. You are to
determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with
what each person will eat.

This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your
belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat
itin haste; itis the Lord 's Passover. "On that same night | will
pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn both men
and animals-and | will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. |
am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses
where you are; and when | see the blood, | will pass over you.
No destructive plague will touch you when | strike Egypt. "This
is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come
you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord--a lasting
ordinance.



Second Reading - Psalm 116:1-2; 12-19--Heidi Eimers

| love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for
mercy. Because he turned his ear to me, | will call on him as
long as | live.

How can | repay the Lord for all his goodness to me? | will lift
up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. | will
fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. O
Lord, truly I am your servant; | am your servant, the son of your
maidservant; you have freed me from my chains. | will sacrifice
a thank offering to you and call on the name of the Lord. | will
fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, in
the courts of the house of the Lord--in your midst, O
Jerusalem. Praise the Lord.



Third Reading — Acts 2:42-47 Jill Beaner

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone
was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and
had everything in common. Selling their possessions and
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.



Gospel Reading: Matthew 26:20-45 - Lance Griese

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the
Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, "l tell you the
truth, one of you will betray me." They were very sad and began
to say to him one after the other, "Surely not |, Lord?" Jesus
replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with
me will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written
about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It
would be better for him if he had not been born." Then Judas,
the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not |, Rabbi?"
Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you." While they were eating, Jesus
took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took
the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from
it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sins. | tell you, | will not
drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when |
drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." When they had
sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus
told them, "This very night you will all fall away on account of
me, for itis written: " 'l will strike the shepherd, and the sheep
of the flock will be scattered.' But after | have risen, | will go
ahead of you into Galilee." Peter replied, "Even if all fall away
on account of you, | never will." "l tell you the truth," Jesus
answered, "this very night, before the rooster crows, you will
disown me three times." But Peter declared, "Even if | have to
die with you, | will never disown you." And all the other
disciples said the same. (continued)



Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called
Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while | go over
there and pray." He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee
along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled.
Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to
the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." Going a
little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not
as | will, but as you will." Then he returned to his disciples and
found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch with me
for one hour?" he asked Peter. "Watch and pray so that you will
not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is
weak." He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if
itis not possible for this cup to be taken away unless | drink it,
may your will be done." When he came back, he again found
them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. So he left them
and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying
the same thing. Then he returned to the disciples and said to
them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is
near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.



